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Dear Alastair, 
 
At its meeting on 18 November, the Education and Skills Committee took evidence 
from Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, Richard Lochhead 
MSP, as well as Karen Watt, Chief Executive of the Scottish Funding Council. The 
session can be watched here (and an Official Report of the session will be available 
soon). 
 
As you know, the focus of the evidence session was FE and HE funding, and the 
Committee is particularly keen to understand the financial position of each Scottish 
institution ahead of its pre-budget scrutiny. The Committee therefore agreed to write 
to Universities Scotland to ask you to coordinate a response setting out the latest 
available cash flow position of Scottish universities and detailing support available for 
any institution facing immediate cash flow problems.  
 
The evidence session also explored plans for testing and student travel over the 
Christmas break. The Committee has written separately to the Minister to request that 
more details are set out as soon as possible about the plans for students returning in 
January, with the understanding that these plans may change over the course of 
December, to provide students with clarity on if or how they will return to halls of 
residence before travelling home in December. The Committee has also asked the 
Minister to confirm when guidance will be issued to universities and students on plans 
for testing and travel advice, and we would ask that Universities Scotland also sets out 
its understanding both of the plans for the January return and the guidance on testing 
and travel advice in its response. 
 
Given the pressing nature of these issues, I would welcome a response as soon as 
possible.  

  
Yours sincerely 

mailto:es.committee@parliament.scot
https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/education-and-skills-committee-november-18-2020
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